
Weston on the Green Neighbourhood Plan   

Minutes of the Steering Group Meeting held at 19:30 on Thursday May 11th 2017 in 
the Memorial Village Hall. 
 
In Attendance: D. Bohm (DB), Chair, S. Deanke (SD), B. Hessian (BH), A. Reid (AR), 

M. Finbow (MF), E. Bohm (EB), J. Lawrie (JL), P. Parsons, J. Roper 
(JR), M. Fissenden (MF), G. Learner (GL), J. Poole (JP) 

 
Apologies: Y. Olcay (YO) 
 
1. The meeting being quorate the Chair opened the meeting welcoming all. The 

minutes of the previous meeting were agreed as an accurate reflection of that 
meeting. Actions from last meeting (see the base of the minutes of the April 13, 
2017 meeting). 

1.1. Printer was paid. 
1.2. In progress 
1.3. Done and on-going 
1.4. Done 
1.5. Preliminary budget done and deferred to later in this meeting 
1.6. Flyers have been delivered to villagers 
1.7. Flyers were mailed to all businesses in the village 

 
2. Consultation Period: A written report was circulated to members as per the 

attached. To date there have been no responses received from businesses. The 
overall impression by the villagers was positive with some concerns expressed. 
Concerns will be discussed in detail by the Steering Group with a view to both 
answering those concerns and if necessary amending the Neighbourhood Plan 
(NP).  The concerns expressed were: 
2.1. The lack of a regular bus service to the village. 
2.2. The proposed Fir Tree Farm site may be contaminated. The Chair 

advised that an environmental assessment had conducted one year ago 
and the property was cleared. 

2.3. There were several responses from the public about the use of the 
Memorial Village Hall: 

2.3.1 JL informed the meeting of the challenges faced trying to balance the 
hall bookings with the various demands from both villagers and outside 
groups. Outside groups often request a series of bookings in advance 
and she makes best efforts to ensure that villagers are not denied use of 
the Hall. 

2.3.2  The issue of having sufficient funds to meet some of the aspirations 
contained in the NP was discussed and it was agreed that this is a 
village challenge. Co-ordination with the Parish Council would be 
helpful.  

2.3.3 JR informed the meeting that the use-demand has changed over the 
years and it is difficult to meet those challenges.  



2.3.4 A general discussion ensued and it was agreed that one of the problems 
could be the tone of the NP, which may have been interpreted as a 
demand or command to change the facilities and/or use.  SD advised 
that this was not the case; rather the NP seeks to anticipate the use-
demand reflecting the projected increase in the village population up to 
2031. The intention is not to demand change by the Management 
Trustees, but the NP reflects the aspirations expressed in the public 
meetings.  

2.3.5 The Steering Group meetings are open to all to attend to voice 
concerns/opinions and there is adequate publicity about the date and 
location of the meetings.  

2.3.6 It was agreed that the section on the Memorial Village Hall will be 
rewritten to remove the tone of a demand. It was recognized by all that 
the Management Trustees work hard to make the Hall relevant to the 
life of the village and their efforts are appreciated.  

2.3.7 JR clarified the Trustee structure of two Trustees and a Management 
Committee who are not Trustees. JR also pointed out that the Memorial 
Hall owns the land on which its sits and therefore controls any 
expansion. [ Note: Subsequent to the meeting the following clarification 
was received: There are four Trustees and a Management Committee of 
up to nine members, some appointed by various community 
organizations, the Chair of whom is termed as a Trustee]. 

2.4. Concern was expressed about the illustration on p.63 of the NP, which 
suggests removal of the Memorial Garden. This was not the intent and 
all agreed to change the wording to “An Artist’s Impression”. 

 
3. There will be a meeting with representatives of the Cherwell District Council who 

are seeking assurance that other sites were considered before recommending 
Sites A, B, & C proposed in the NP. DB and SD will attend. 
 

4. There will be a meeting on May 20th with the developer of the proposed site for 
approximately 4,500 homes at Wendlebury. WOTG NP is a statutory consultee. 
DB and BH will attend. 

 
5. EB tabled a preliminary 2017/18 Budget. Future activities were clarified; 

amendments will be made and a revised Budget presented to members of the 
Steering Group for approval and subsequent submission to the Parish Council. 

 
6. Next Steps: 

6.1 DB will draft written responses to the comments raised about the NP 
6.2 At the request of AR the following timeline was agreed: June 5th is target 

date to conclude feed back document; AR to book Memorial Hall for 
June 8th and July 13th. 

 
 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 21:06. 
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