County Councillor Report — October 2025

Please see below recent updates. Please get in touch if you have any questions or if there are
any particular issues you would like me to follow up on.

Maternity Cover: thank you for your patience while | was on maternity leave. | am now back
on emails but have a backlog from the summer (and a newborn!) so please bear with me if
my reply is slower than usual — | will be prioritising urgent enquiries.

Oxford City Traffic Management: the Oxford City Congestion Charge will go live on
Wednesday, 29" October. Full information as well as details of how to apply for permits is
available at  https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/transport-and-travel/oxfords-temporary-
congestion-charge-cars. The scheme is a trial and will be monitored on an ongoing basis. If
you face issues in registering for permits, or if you have any feedback on your experience of
the process or of the effects of the scheme (positive or negative) please let me know via email.

Waste and Recycling: For the 11th year in a row, residents in Oxfordshire are the best in
England for recycling, reusing and composting, according to the latest government figures.
Oxfordshire County Council has again been named the top performing county council waste
disposal authority. In 2023 - 24, residents recycled, reused or composted 57.6 per cent of
their household waste — up from 57.2 per cent in the previous year. Let’s see if we can get it
even higher for next year!

Creation of Mobile Network ‘Digital Twin’: Oxfordshire County Council has invested
£500,000 in to create a ‘digital twin” of the mobile network across the country. Poor network
connectivity is increasingly an issue for residents and businesses, and addressing this is a key
pillar of the Council’s growth strategy. This will allow more detailed study of the network and
allow the Council to identify priority areas and possible solutions. Read more here on the BBC:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cn82yzkmOjyo.amp

County Hall: contracts have been exchanged on the sale of County Hall, with the move out
due in Spring 2027. Funds from the sale of County Hall will be used for the refurbishment of
Speedwell Street. As the Speedwell Street building is smaller, it is anticipated that additional
hubs will be set up in other parts of the county — reducing commuting times for staff and
enabling services to be brought closer to residents.

Councillor Priority Fund: The Councillor Priority Fund is now open for applications with a
minimum value of £500. It closes in November 2026. If you are thinking of applying, please
let me know via email and | can share further information.

Milestone Lane: | have been given checklist for Section 38 adoptions as well as some more
information about the process. I've requested a briefing with officers to find out more
information about exactly what is missing for Milestone Lane. As this is a wider issue across
the county, | have also asked for it to be included on the next localities meeting agenda
covering the area surrounding Bicester. | will follow up directly to try and move this forward.

Best wishes,
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