November Councillor Report

Oxford Traffic Management: the congestion charge went live on the 29 of
October. OCC will be monitoring the results closely. The funds from the congestion
charge will be used to support free park and ride buses for the first three months, as
well as a number of bus service improvements including a more frequent 700 bus
and more frequent 2 and 2a services from Oxford Parkway Park and Ride.

Cowley Branch Line: funding for the Cowley Branch Line has been approved
following investment by the county council and lobbying by the County’s MPs. It will
connect Littlemore, Cowley, Blackbird Leys and Greater Leys to central Oxford in
under 10 minutes in a twice-hourly passenger service. A date for opening has yet be
announced.

East West Rail: it had been hoped that East West Rail would open by the end of this
year, however it appears that this will no longer be the case. | will share any updates
when available.

Part-Night Lighting Approved: following a policy change by the County Council,
the Parish Councils will now have the right to request that street lights be turned off
after 11:30pm. Requests should be submitted to Oxfordshire County Council.

Name our Gritters: the county council has issued a call for naming suggestions for
the new gritters with a particular request for any names that reference Oxfordshire’s
culture, history and places. The best I've been able to come up with is Ice-pector
Morse — please send in your own suggestions!
https://letstalk.oxfordshire.gov.uk/name-oxfordshire-s-new-gritters

Highways Consultation: Oxfordshire is taking part in a nationwide survey on public
satisfaction with transport and road services. We're asking for your views on:
accessibility; highways maintenance; public transport; road safety; tackling
congestion; walking and cycling; business users. The surveys are independent and
have been created for the National Highways and Traffic Network (NHTN). Feel free
to take part in one or all of them. Each survey will only take a few minutes. The
answers you give will help us to understand how you feel about our service and
inform decisions about roads, cycling, bus services and public transport in
Oxfordshire. The surveys are anonymous and are open till February 2026.
https://letstalk.oxfordshire.gov.uk/nht-2025

Fire and Rescue consultation: a consultation has been opened on consolidating
Fire and Rescue services. Due to changing work patterns, fewer people are
available to serve as on-call firefighters during the day, meaning that some fire
engines are not usable during this time. A consolidated service may in practice
therefore improve response times. For this area, it is proposed to move the first fire
engine at Bicester from an on-call firefighter model to a ‘day crewed, night on-call’
model, where the fire engine is staffed by paid crew during the day who are then on-
call at night (this model is already adopted in Kidlington). The second fire engine will
be crewed by volunteer on-call firefighters as at present. The consultation is open at
https://letstalk.oxfordshire.gov.uk/ofrs-consultation until February 2026.
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