WESTON ON THE GREEN PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES

For the meeting of Parish Council, held in Village Hall on Wednesday 6" August 2025
Meeting Number 25.426
Note for information: Cherwell District Council — CDC, Oxfordshire County Council - OCC
Public Participation

A query was raised over whether mitigation for traffic down B430 had been included in the applications for the
office and logistics developments at Junction 10 of the M40.

Apparently there is a complicated new entry/exit system to the site but unsure if it is specified that traffic has been
banned from coming down the B430. This will be investigated further by the Councillors.

Action: SD/DB/MA to ensure traffic concerns in relation to the village are raised for the Ardley office and logistics
development application.

25.426.1 To Receive: Apologies for non-attendance
Councillors Bohm (DB), Davies (SD), Miller (JM), Aldridge (MA) and Rowan (TR) were in attendance.

Apologies were received from Councillor Coton (Cherwell District Council). Councillor Gordon (Oxfordshire County
Council) is currently on maternity leave.

1 member of the public was in attendance.

25.426.2 To Receive: Declarations of Interest

There were none relevant to this meeting.

25.426.3 To Receive & Approve: Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 2™ July 2025 (DB)
The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 2" July 2025 were discussed with no changes required.

The resolution to approve the minutes for the Parish Council meeting held on 2n July 2025 was proposed by DB
and seconded by TR. The motion was supported unanimously by the Council.

Action: Clerk to present minutes to Chair to sign, then file and upload to the web.

25.426.4 For Information: Chair report (DB)

July has been a very challenging and busy month with the feeling that everything is changing at both the national
and local levels. DB has been to two key events to be reported on later in the meeting. Hanging over every
discussion was — to what extent will change affect a small village?

DB thinks it is important for the Parish Council to stay up to date on the issues but also to focus on our immediate
work — those tasks which keep the village a pleasant place to live. Engagement with members of the community
is the way forward — finding volunteers becomes so much easier when we have to sort out a work party. DB has
been knocking on doors this month meeting new people and adding fifteen contacts to the mailing list, along with
letting people know what we do and how easy it is to contact us.
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The Council are of course, saddened by the death of two of our older villagers. One lady, Jean Godwin, came here
as a young nanny to the child of residents of The Manor Hotel. We’ll miss the booming good humour of Bill Lawrie
who, with his wife Joy, has had a lovely flower garden on Westlands Avenue and who tended the Village Hall
garden for years.

DB mentioned that the Parish Council’'s Development Plan will be focussed on at the September meeting. A
number of ideas have been floated over the past few months and Councillors were requested to email ideas and
proposals in time for consideration by all.

Action: Councillors to consider ideas on the PC Development Plan ahead of the September PC meeting, clerk to
add this item to the September agenda.

25.426.5 For Information: Clerk report (Clerk)

The clerks report to the Council was noted which confirmed payments from the Parish Council bank account
including payments relating to the monthly clerk salary.

The clerk confirmed that £5,000 was transferred from the Community to the Business Premium bank account on
7t July 2025, in order to maximise the amount of interest the Parish Council receives. The balance on the
community account will be monitored to ensure it does not fall below a three months operating level.

The Oxfordshire Association of Local Councils (OALC) has launched a new website, if Councillors wish to gain
access please ask the clerk.

The clerk confirmed that laminated bus timetables had been placed on the bus stops as Red Rose Travel had not
provided any since taking over operations. A variety of highway issues have also been reported.

The abandoned car on Westlands Avenue has again been reported to the DVLA; a resident has reported this
many times already.

25.426.6 To Note: Playing field update and playground RoSPA annual inspection report and discussion
over actions (Clerk)

The annual RoSPA playground inspection report undertaken by RoSPA Play Safety on 10t July 2025 and the actions
summary were reviewed.

It was noted that the clerk had added soil around some of the surface edging at the playground which had aided the
gaping.

JM could look to install a gravel board around the base of the playground fencing to help prevent strimmer damage.
JM also considered that the ground will reseal around the football goal posts in the winter but this will be monitored.

It was highlighted that the basket swing net components should be dismantled and inspected according to the
manufacturer's instructions. The clerk will enquire with the installers, Playdale, the requirements and what the cost is
to undertake this additional check.

Action: Clerk to enquire with Playdale regarding component checks on the basket swing net.

Other items will be added to the inspection checklist for ongoing monitoring or identified for repair by JM.

Action: Clerk to add additional items to the playground inspection checklist for regular monitoring.

There has been no further communication from Ardley FC regarding use of the playing field for next season. If no
further information has been provided the clerk will contact them after the summer to enquire what their plans are.

Action: Clerk to check with Ardley FC regarding plans for the 2025-26 season.
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A volunteer work day could be convened in September for the playing field/ spinney area.

25.426.7 For Discussion: Discuss recommendations from the Planning Group on planning applications
(SD)

Key planning applications on the planning report were discussed by the Council.

Decisions Received — Permitted

25/00356/DISC - Kelberg Ltd, Northampton Road

25/00582/F and 25/00583/LB - Williams Cottage, North Lane

25/01127/F — Summer Court, North Lane
25/01159/CLUE — Weston Grounds Farm

Decisions Received — Refused

None
Withdrawn
None

Awaiting Decision

25/00139/F - Part of OS Parcel 0006 Adjacent and North of Normandy, North Lane

Demolition of existing buildings and the erection of five detached single and two-storey dwellings together with
access, parking and garaging, amenity space, landscaping and drainage works.

- Plot sizes reduced marginally. Plot 1 3 bed very large dwelling with double garage and office games room
over. High pitch roof — potential for 2 extra bed in roof space in future. Located at highest part of plot (back NE).
Commented

The Parish Council will send in a further note to reflect the concern over the largest house being located at the
highest point on the site rather than a bungalow.

25/00449/REM - Reynards Lodge, North Lane

Reserved Matters application to 24/00804/OUT - Access (with Construction Traffic Management Plan), Layout
(with part drainage), Scale, Appearance, Landscaping and Biodiversity (with Construction Environment
Management Plan).

- scale reduction: remove dining room from units 1 and 2, reducing footprint by 14%

- removing detached garages on plots 1 and 2 and attaching them to main dwellings; consequently reduced
scale of driveways

- design made more ‘barn-like’. Commented

25/00418/F and 25/00486/LB — The Manor Hotel, Northampton Road

Restoration and extension of Rupert’s Cottage to provide additional guest accommodation and leisure facilities;
re-instatement of the former outdoor swimming pool; construction of a new events pavilion; restaurant extension
within the Manor’s west courtyard; relocation of guest car parking away from the Manor’s principal elevation;
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screening of the existing plant and biomass boiler area; restoration of wider landscape features including the
historic moat and bridge.

OCC Transport — objection — reliance on car transport.
Archaeology — need more information re excavation for Wedding Barn and Rupert’s Cottage.

Commented
25/01418/F - Family Farm House, Part Of A34
Driver rest stop facility including the formation of a new entry and exit slip road adjoining the A34, parking area
for cars and HGVs, erection of an amenity building (including toilets and catering area), EV charging station,

solar PV array, battery storage facility, other ancillary structures/buildings and landscaped amenity area.

Concerns over drainage and highways raised concern over existing foot and cycle path bisecting access/egress
of site (requires integration into scheme).

Commented

New Applications

25/01821/F and 25/01822/LB — Cruck Cottage, Northampton Road

Variation to Condition 2 and 6 of permitted development; addition of extra width to extension on NE side of
main dwelling (adding 9m2 area).

Variation to roof material to use reconstituted stone tiles.

Tree Applications

25/01655/TCA — 20 Milestone Lane. Re-pollard willow hanging over boundary from Southfield Farm (owners
not contactable).

25/01532/TCA — Reynards Lodge, North Lane. Conifer cut back to boundary.
25/01429/TCA - Old Shoemakers Cottage, Church Lane. Dead Leylandii to be removed.

25/01431/TCA — Home Farm, Church Lane. Lawson Cyprus and beech prune back to boundary of
Shoemakers Cottage.

25/01493/TPO — 10 Blacksmiths Close. Remove dead branches from Horse Chestnut.

Action: SD/Clerk to send appropriate planning replies to Cherwell District Council.

Milestone Lane / Southfield development: DB has introduced the residents to Residents First, a local not-for-
profit organisation established with the aim of supporting homeowners that live on estates and pay service charge
fees. DB has also submitted two Freedom of Information requests to OCC and the sites administrators. OCC have
provided an answer and it is apparent there has been a lack of joined up work. The administrator has not replied
but has at least answered a recent lawyers letter. The residents are investigating legal routes due to the number
of issues at the development e.g. there is an issue with the site sewers which potentially have rubble in.

Councillor Gordon has asked another county councillor to be kept up to date with the issues whilst she is on
maternity leave.
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25.426.8 For Discussion: Update on Neighbourhood Plan parish survey (DB/SD)

The Neighbourhood Plan survey was revised following the discussions held at the July Parish Council meeting. The
survey is now live and has been advertised over the village including at the Food Bank collection last Saturday. There
had been 54 responses so far.

DB has identified 23 businesses and written them a specific letter with a link to the survey reflecting a positive first
move into communicating with businesses.

25.426.9 For Discussion: Update on village works (JM)

JM has spoken to Stuart Beecroft regarding the location of services at the playing field and he will investigate
further.

JM has fixed the playing field mower by installing a second hand radiator.
TR and the clerk are to meet JM to decide where to place the defibrillator in the playing field car park.

Action: TR and the clerk are to meet JM to decide where to place the defibrillator in the playing field car park.

25.426.10 For Information: Update from Traffic Calming Action Group (MA)

Graham Barnett and the Speedwatch team have undertaken a lot of work on the speed watch project recently.
Overall speed appears to be increasing with one vehicle clocked at 72mph on B430.

There has been no further information from OCC regarding the B430 speed reduction consultation. Once a
decision has been reached measures can be discussed to aid reducing the speed.

25.426.11 Resolution To Approve Parish Council financial accounts covering Q1 2025-2026 (TR)

TR presented the Parish Council Q1 accounts for financial year 2025/26 following their approval by the finance
advisory group. A summary of expenditure in Q1 vs budget, bank reconciliation and income details were provided.

The income for April — June 2025 was £14,485 and included payments received relating to the CDC precept and
bank interest.

Budgeted expenditure this first quarter (£9,056 including VAT) included mainly grass cutting, playing field
maintenance, dog bin emptying, Parish Council insurance, the community bus, audit fees, loan repayment for the
playing field and spinney purchase, clerks salary and IT costs.

TR highlighted that the budget set in January 2025 had been included on the budget analysis and that the budget
had also been re-aligned to take into account the actual levels of Parish Council reserves allocated at end FY 2024-
25. A column was added for April 2025 to show the revised budget.

As noted in the clerks report £5,000 has been moved between the community and business Barclays Bank accounts
to maximise interest earned. The community account will be retained at around £10,000 and money transferred to
ensure this level is retained.

The resolution to approve the Parish Council financial accounts covering Q1 2025-2026 was proposed by TR and
seconded by DB. The motion was supported unanimously by the Council.

Action: Clerk to upload the Parish Council Q1 accounts (FY 2025/26) to the Parish Council website.
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25.426.12

Resolution: To Approve the following invoices for payment (TR)

TR requested approval of the invoices detailed in the table below.

PC Ref | Payee Purpose Total (incl | Budget Line Amount
VAT) Remaining
in 2025-26
Budget Line
514* Slade Estate Monthly maintenance of playing £432.85 Village Works/Playing Field £2,101.45
Services Limited field — June Maintenance
515 Clerk (J Mullane) Dog poo bags for village supply £178.20 Village Works/General £1,200.00
x12,000 (Eco Hound) Village Maintenance
516 OALC Talking Tables Training Day £36.00 Staff Costs/Training £300.00
517 Clerk (J Mullane) RAC annual membership (2025- £43.99 Village Works/Community £2,016.95
26) for community van Bus
518 Clerk (J Mullane) Printer ink (Amazon) £49.35 Sundries/Administration & £211.31
Printing
519 JE Miller Purchase of second hand radiator | £834.00 Village Works/Playing Field | £1,668.60
Engineering Ltd & fitting for playing field mower Maintenance
520* Oxford Edens Grass cutting 14/07/25 £357.69 Village Works/Grass £1,766.45
(playground, stocks/Ben Jonson, Cutting
Church Close)
521 RoSPA Play Annual inspection of playground - | £115.20 Village Works/Playground £115.00
Safety July 2025 Annual RoSPA Inspection
522 Clerk (J Mullane) Compost for planters (Sainsburys) | £20.00 Village Works/General £1,021.80
Village Maintenance
523 Clerk (J Mullane) Top soil for playground & planter £45.93 Village Works/General £1,001.80
plants (The Range) Village Maintenance
524 Diane Bohm Neighbourhood Plan 2025 village | £94.21 Village Initiatives/ £2,500.00
survey printing Neighbourhood Plan
Review
525 Clerk (J Mullane) McAfee Security Protection £11.49 IT/Email Server & 365 £230.00
(Amazon) Subscription
526 Clerk (J Mullane) Microsoft 365 - 1 year subscription | £49.95 IT/Email Server & 365 £218.51
(Your Software) Subscription
527 Slade Estate Monthly maintenance of playing £432.85 Village Works/Playing Field | £834.60
Services Limited field - July (Inv 26626) Maintenance

* invoice already been paid due to payment timescales

It was confirmed that invoices 514 and 520 had already been paid as payment was due before this meeting

approval.

The resolution to approve the invoices detailed in the table was proposed by TR and seconded by SD. The motion
was supported unanimously by the Council.

Action: Clerk to update invoice log with approvals.

Action: Clerk to initiative request for payments from Councillors and ensure payments authorised.

25.426.13

For Information: Oxfordshire County & Cherwell District Councillors updates (OCC/CDC

Councillors)

Councillor Coton (CDC) was unable to attend the meeting but confirmed that the Cherwell Local Plan had been
submitted to the planning inspector.

DB wished to note that Councillor Gordon had been very helpful indeed before she headed off for maternity leave
and she had also confirmed the process and support in place while she’s on maternity leave.
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25.426.14 For Information: Report from MP Calum Miller’s one year review talk (DB)

DB attended MP Calum Miller's one year review talk on 19t July 2025 and provided an overview of the meeting. So
much is going on in government at all levels at the moment DB was curious as to how our new MP is managing the
workload and how he prioritises his efforts. From the beginning he admits to being on a steep learning curve. His
overriding sense of optimism seems to be the energy that keep his team motivated. It took several months for Calum
to get his local office up and running but it is now staffed and our CDC councillor Gemma Coton is now his assistant.

There have been upwards of 13,000 emails in this first year which led to a wide range of casework including housing,
education and health. Issues such as the underpass at the London Road crossing, the fire at Bicester Motion and
following investigation, the proposed Oxford United FC stadium took a great deal of time. Hours were spent in
meetings with affected families and fire officials as well as with a wide range of bodies including CDC, Chiltern
Railways, National Railways, OUFC, OCC and the Thames Valley Police.

One of his key roles is as a Foreign Affairs Spokesperson for the Liberal Democrats in the House of Commons. His
work and interventions in the House is broad and demanding.

How does Calum Miller MP understand villages in his constituency? Firstly, he lives in a village and has been involved
in a range of campaigns and projects as a councillor for both CDC and OCC. When questioned, he was very aware
of the balancing act needed to protect the rural environment and to find space for more affordable housing.

During question time there was an excellent conversation about what energy supply will look like in the next ten years
and how our need for infrastructure needs to support non-fossil fuel energy. Are solar farms going to be out of date?
Should all houses and employment sites have the latest solar technology on their roofs?

25.426.15 For Information Report from the OALC "Resilience" Day (DB)
DB attended three sessions plus OALC’s AGM at the OALC resilience day held on Friday 18" July 2025.
1. Parish Online

Following on from the Parish Council’s discussion regarding migrating to gov.uk for Councillor emails, DB was
interested to hear more about Parish Online who create software that meets local council needs. It was started in
2008 to address the technological divide between local councils and their higher tier counterparts. The work is
constantly evolving and a small group put it to the test by choosing a parish and using the available tools to
understand and analyse a range of aspects of the village. They defined boundaries both of the village and of
properties, were able to have quick access to Land Registry ownership, high resolution aerial photography and
Ordnance Survey maps. They could add the distribution of benches, bus stops, export a list of addresses in the
parish, do mail merge for mailing and a host of other things. It would be helpful for orienting new councillors to the
parish.

It made DB think how useful this would have been for writing the Neighbourhood Plan — so many resources in one
place. With so many changes in the future, boundary changes, hierarchy changes and information, it seems that a
wide range of resources in one place would be very timesaving. | understand it helps with responding to planning
applications as a single plot can be interrogated fairly quickly and they could assist in further website development.

DB’s overall impression is that we should set-up a meeting with the developer and learn more about the cost and
how the product can support the work of the parish council.

Action: Parish Online offer to be investigated further by the Council.

2. Greater Oxford Unitary Council

DB met with one of the officers of Oxford City Council and asked about the reasons for:

e expanding the city boundary
¢ if he had met with any parish councils to discuss their views
e what were their policies on protection of the countryside going to look like.
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On the first point it was clear that an expanded boundary was so the city would have the use of land that would
support Oxford’s vision for the future — to be part of an English Silicon Valley. Housing would be needed to support
the employment sites they hope to develop, and the density of housing would need to increase.

On the second point, no consultation has taken place with parish councils. DB took the occasion to be clear about
our parish’s vision for the future and the role of our Neighbourhood Plan. He was aware of Neighbourhood Plans but
said that central government might well have a different plan for the area.

On point three he was aware of the various charities in place and the protections from Natural and Historic England.
Again, central government could create policies that would mitigate some of these protections. There wasn’t a clear
message of the importance of the countryside to matters other than housing.

3. Joint Resilience Team — Community Emergency Plans

DB is the point person for the parish Emergency Plan and attended the session provided. Practical action points
included:
e check with the Village Hall Committee that we can name the hall as a gathering or refuge point
¢ do the same for the church
o the Priority Service register is electronically available, check that it is on the parish website
e map regular flood sites and have flood signs available (we do that)
o get afirst aid qualified list from villagers
e get an up-to-date list of keyholders
e find out what an Activation Trigger is
o identify works that need to be done to prevent flooding and see what grant funding is available
e update our list of vulnerable people — best done annually

Action: Information on emergency planning to be included by clerk/DB in the next review of the parish emergency
plan.

25.426.16 For Information: Update on Community Van usage and costs (TR)
This item will be deferred to the September Parish Council meeting.

Action: Community van usage and costs update to be added to the September Parish Council meeting agenda.

25.426.17 Next Parish Council Meeting Date: Wednesday 3™ September 2025, 7.30pm (DB)

Meeting Closed: 20.55
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