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Development in our area and the 
impact on our parish



A word about planning…….
Major decisions on national planning strategy are set out in the 
National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) and its guidance 
documents (reviewed after the last national election)

Local regional planning policies are set out in the Cherwell 
Local Plan
• Current plan spans to 2015-2031 (under review)
• New Local Plan will span up to 2042

Neighbourhood Plans provide policies that support a shared 
vision for your neighbourhood. These policies take precedence 
over existing non-strategic policies in the Local Plan.
Weston on the Green NP was adopted May 2021 and will be 
updated this year (2025)

The Parish Council is a statutory consultee on all planning 
applications that come through the Cherwell route. In 
responding, the Parish Council implements the Neighbourhood 
Plan policies.
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The new NPPF (post 2024 election)
• More centralized (national) decision making to emphasise house building on a grand 

scale
• New standard method for deciding housing density (increased); urban uplift  which 

previously prioritized urban and suburban sites for development has been removed
• New definition of ‘grey belt’ land which can be developed in existing green belt

The Cherwell Local Plan  - to 2042

• The Local Plan is in review – to be adopted January 2026 (under current NPPF)
• The Local Plan must have a Housing Supply figure of 5 years (measures whether a local 

planning authority has enough land available to meet the projected housing needs over the next five 

years). 
• Cherwell has a Housing Supply of 2.3 years (OUMHN number not included). Therefore, 

Cherwell is vulnerable to unfettered development on technical grounds
• Cherwell is considered overwhelmingly a rural area. Consequently, rural villages will 

now have increased pressure to meet national housing targets



Cherwell Today

Approximately 150,000 people, mainly in Banbury (32%), 
Bicester (24%) and Kidlington (13%)
Rural areas (villages and farms) make up remaining 31%
Since 2000, Cherwell has grown by >16% (Bicester also by 
16%)

Current Local Plan 2042 main aims:
• Focus growth around Bicester
• Limit strategic growth in rural areas to larger more 

sustainable towns and villages
• Control development in open countryside
• Accommodate >4400 homes from unmet Oxford housing 

need.

Bicester population
Yr2000 36,000 people

Yr2031 56,000 people

Yr2041 76,000 people

2015-2031 
Local Plan

2020-2040 
Local Plan

2025-2050 
Local Plan

Yr2050 projected 90,000 
people



Local Plan 2020-2042 main 
strategies
Five area strategies around:

Banbury

Bicester

Kidlington

Heyford Park

The Rural Areas

That puts Weston-on-the-Green central to 
much of the major development aims.



Oxfordshire Knowledge Spine

Further long-term developments 

   Oxford-Cambridge Arc
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Our job is to manage the impact of development in and around 
our parish to support and protect our valued way of life.

1. Context of the development 
Greenspace and biodiversity
Scale and density 
Impact on traffic volume and transport options
Pressure on social infrastructure (medical, schools)
Employment opportunities

2. Detail of the development
Conservation Area
Type and style (NP design code) for our parish 
Population (what kind of housing do we need?)
Noise and light pollution
Impact on parking



Practical actions for the Parish Council in planning:

Policy consultations – for Local Plan 2042 review and Neighbourhood Plan policies

Engagement with developers – S106 requirements (local infrastructure mitigation)

Interaction with other bodies:
Oxfordshire Association of Local Councils
Parish Council Liaison Group
Community First Oxfordshire
CPRE
Neighbourhood Plan Alliance
Treescape Project
LandApp for Parish planning and management
District Councillors
OCC Councillors



The Treescape Project

Aims:
To identify areas that could enrich 
biodiversity (new/repaired/reinstated 
hedgerows; water courses/ponds; tree 
planting; meadows; wild areas)

To provide information on current use and 
landownership

To help engage with landowners to see 
what could be achieved within their 
productivity parameters



Thank you

Please feel free to ask questions
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