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Parish Council Meeting Minutes: 3rd September 2025 

 
Minutes Approved: ........................................................... Dated....................................... 

 

WESTON ON THE GREEN PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES - DRAFT 

For the meeting of Parish Council, held in Village Hall on Wednesday 3rd September 2025 

Meeting Number 25.427 

Note for information: Cherwell District Council – CDC, Oxfordshire County Council - OCC 

Public Participation 

There was nothing to note.  

 

25.427.1 To Receive: Apologies for non-attendance 

Councillors Bohm (DB), Davies (SD), Miller (JM), Aldridge (MA) and Rowan (TR) were in attendance. 

Councillor Coton (Cherwell District Council) was also in attendance. 

Councillor Gordon (Oxfordshire County Council) is currently on maternity leave. 

2 members of the public were in attendance. 

 

25.427.2 To Receive: Declarations of Interest 

There were none relevant to this meeting. 

 

25.427.3 To Receive & Approve: Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 6th August 2025 (DB) 

The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 6th August 2025 were discussed with no changes required.  

Action points to note: 

- Ardley development traffic concerns: DB/SD/MA will make time to discuss this item. 

- OALC website access: DB to investigate obtaining access and contact the clerk if required. 

- Defibrillator installation location: JM/TR/clerk arranged to meet Sunday 7th September. 

- Emergency plan: DB/clerk to review over forthcoming months. 

The resolution to approve the minutes for the Parish Council meeting held on 6th August 2025 was proposed by DB 
and seconded by TR. The motion was supported unanimously by the Council. 

Action: Clerk to present minutes to Chair to sign, then file and upload to the web. 

 

25.427.4 For Information: Chair report (DB) 

DB provided an overview on events during a busy summer period: 

1. The Secretary of State has appointed Inspectors to carry out the independent examination of the Cherwell 
Local Plan. They will determine whether it has been prepared in accordance with the relevant legal 
requirements and that it is ‘sound’ i.e. positively prepared, justified, effective and consistent with national 
policy. The Parish Council will be kept informed.  
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2. Puy du Fou has submitted their planning application for a leisure complex near Bucknell. 

3. Oxford City unitary proposal - there are 48 Parish Councils who will be affected by this proposal. There 
is a core group organising opposition to this and the Chairs have written guidance on responding to 
proposals. The Parish Councillors supported the proposal to join the group and make an objection. 

4. The Government’s National Emergency Alert test will happen on Sunday 7 September 2025 at 3pm.  

5. Milestone Lane - the residents have agreed to move forward with a challenge to the management of the 
development resulting in poor attention to issues around road adoption, Thames Water adoption. James of 
“Residents First” has been working hard to walk residents through some legal processes that can be 
managed by the Residents Association - which they are in the process of forming. One or two issues may 
go to court. 

6. Parish Online – DB has contacted them and it was agreed that MA, TR and the clerk would discuss the 
pros and cons of the system.  

Action: PC comments on Oxford City unitary proposal to be submitted. 

Action: DB, MA, TR and the clerk to discuss Parish Online further. 

 

25.427.5 For Information: Clerk report (Clerk) 

The clerks report to the Council was noted which confirmed payments from the Parish Council bank account 
including payments relating to the monthly clerk salary. The Council received the annual grass cutting grant 
payment of £2,206.82 from OCC on 29th July 2025. 

MA highlighted that it appeared that the electrical pole outside Cruck Cottage/Brooklands Gardens had been 
damaged. The clerk advised that it would be investigated and added to Fix My Street if appropriate. 

Action: Clerk to investigate damaged pole outside Cruck Cottage/Brooklands Gardens. 

 

25.427.6 To Note: Playing field update and playground inspection report (Clerk) 

The playground inspection report undertaken by the clerk was noted, no new major defects to the equipment were 
identified, apart from those items mentioned in the annual RoSPA report. 

Ardley FC have been in touch to discuss a possible football grant for maintenance of the pitch. The clerk will discuss 
it further with them and provide additional information to the council. 

Action: Clerk to check with Ardley FC regarding potential football pitch maintenance grant application and report 
back to the council. 

David Williams kindly volunteered to clear the footpaths in the spinney and his support and effort was greatly 
appreciated by the council.  

 

25.427.7 For Discussion: Discuss recommendations from the Planning Group on planning applications 
(SD) 

Key planning applications on the planning report were discussed by the Council. 

Building Applications 

Decisions Received – Permitted 

None 
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Decisions Received – Refused 

25/00449/REM – Reynards Lodge, North Lane development.  

Withdrawn 

None 

Awaiting Decision  

25/00139/F - Part of OS Parcel 0006 Adjacent and North of Normandy, North Lane 

Demolition of existing buildings and the erection of five detached single and two-storey dwellings together with 
access, parking and garaging, amenity space, landscaping and drainage works.      Commented 

25/00418/F and 25/00486/LB – The Manor Hotel, Northampton Road 

Restoration and extension of Rupert’s Cottage to provide additional guest accommodation and leisure facilities; 
re-instatement of the former outdoor swimming pool; construction of a new events pavilion; restaurant extension 
within the Manor’s west courtyard; relocation of guest car parking away from the Manor’s principal elevation; 
screening of the existing plant and biomass boiler area; restoration of wider landscape features including the 
historic moat and bridge. 

OCC Transport – objection – reliance on car transport. 

Archaeology – need more information re excavation for Wedding Barn and Rupert’s Cottage.    Commented 

25/01418/F - Family Farm House, Part Of A34 

Driver rest stop facility including the formation of a new entry and exit slip road adjoining the A34, parking area 
for cars and HGVs, erection of an amenity building (including toilets and catering area), EV charging station, 
solar PV array, battery storage facility, other ancillary structures/buildings and landscaped amenity area. 

2037 earliest connection to National Grid for solar.          Commented 

25/01821/F and 25/01822/LB – Cruck Cottage, Northampton Road 

Variation to Condition 2 and 6 of permitted development; addition of extra width to extension on NE side of main 
dwelling (adding 9m2 area). 

Variation to roof material to use reconstituted stone tiles. No objection. 

New Applications 

None 

Tree Applications 

25/01655/TCA – 20 Milestone Lane.  Permitted 

25/01532/TCA – Reynards Lodge, North Lane.  Permitted 

25/01429/TCA – Old Shoemakers Cottage, Church Lane.  Pending 

25/01213/TCA – Cruck Cottage.  Permitted 

 

Action: SD/Clerk to send appropriate planning replies to Cherwell District Council. 

 

https://planningregister.cherwell.gov.uk/Planning/Display/25/00139/F
https://planningregister.cherwell.gov.uk/Planning/Display/25/00418/F
https://planningregister.cherwell.gov.uk/Planning/Display/25/00486/LB
https://planningregister.cherwell.gov.uk/Planning/Display/25/01418/F
https://planningregister.cherwell.gov.uk/Planning/Display/25/01821/F
https://planningregister.cherwell.gov.uk/Planning/Display/25/01822/LB
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Puy du Fou have confirmed they have submitted an application to develop the site near Bucknell for their historic 
leisure park. The application was not yet viewable on the Cherwell planning portal but as soon as it is the Parish 
Council will be able to respond. 

 

25.427.8 For Discussion: Update on Neighbourhood Plan parish survey (DB/SD)  

SD provided an initial overview of the Neighbourhood Plan parish survey results. 

A reasonable proportion of the village had been reached with the survey; if there was only one reply from each 
household, then the response rate was 43%. Some of the key response information compared to the last survey 
undertaken in 2015 were discussed. 

- Village population profile – there has been a surge of new homeowners as the highest proportion of 
survey respondents have been in village <10 years; this is good news as new people come with new 
ideas and energy.   

- Half of the respondents live in households of two people.  
- Highest number of people were in the 25-65 age bracket and there are more children now versus the 

last survey. 
- Residents value being close to countryside, support services, friends, family, shops and public transport. 
- Respondents were overall supportive of some form of housing development; most supportive of 

affordable and open market developments. 
- The issues of traffic calming solutions and speed reduction were very important to people.  
- The issues of on-street parking and electric car charging points are both symptoms of our changing 

times.  
- Good proportionate responses to preserving all aspects of rural lifestyle.  
 

SD/DB will complete the analysis of the survey data and circulate it to councillors and place it on the website. 

Action: Neighbourhood Plan survey data review to be provided to Councillors and uploaded to the PC website.  

 

25.427.9 For Discussion: Parish Council Development Plan (DB) 

The Council discussed the Parish Council development plan and suggested amendments to update the plan. 

DB will update the action plan following the discussions and circulate. This will then be utilised for the next round of 
budget planning and placed on the Parish Council website.  

Action: DB to update and provide a revised draft of the Parish Council Development Plan. 

 

25.427.10 For Discussion: Update on village works (JM) 

There has been no further information available on the playing field utilities. 

A tyre on the playing field mower has a puncture so will require replacement; an invoice will be provided. 

 

25.427.11 For Information: Update from Traffic Calming Action Group (MA) 

A day of action for Speedwatch across the country was held on 11th July 2025. Reportedly the Thames Valley 
region came out with the most speeders in an area. Speedwatch sessions in the village started again over the last 
couple of weeks. 

MA and DB contacted Christian Mauz, Senior Officer for TRO and Highway Schemes at OCC for an update 
regarding the B340 speed reduction application. He reported that the scheme is going for discussion to the Cabinet 
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meeting on 9th October 2025.  DB contacted the Oxfordshire County Councillor link provided by Councillor Gordon 
for use during her maternity leave and they are happy to support and follow this issue up.  

Tritax Symmetry are to be contacted again regarding support on B430 traffic developments.  

Action: Council to contact Tritax Symmetry regarding traffic measures on B430. 

 

25.427.12 Resolution: To Approve a spend of £300.00+VAT to purchase a salt bin (including salt 
provided free) from Oxfordshire County Council, to be placed at B430/Milestone Lane junction, 
subject to Oxfordshire County Council’s agreement (TR) 

The resolution to approve a spend of £300.00+VAT to purchase a salt bin (including salt provided free) from 
Oxfordshire County Council, to be placed at B430/Milestone Lane junction, subject to Oxfordshire County Council’s 
agreement was proposed by TR and seconded by SD. The motion was supported unanimously by the Council. 

Action: Clerk to confirm the location of a salt bin with Milestone Lane residents and send the request to OCC. 

 

25.427.13 To Note: External Auditor report received & confirmation of end of financial audit FY 2024-2025 
(TR) 

 
TR informed the council that the external auditors report for FY 2024-25 had been received by the council, with an 
extra charge due to an additional query over the clarification of the income difference between 2023/24 and 
2024/25. It was confirmed that the notice of the conclusion of the audit had been placed on the Parish Council 
website and noticeboards. 

 

25.427.14 Resolution: To Approve the following invoices for payment (TR)  

TR requested approval of the invoices detailed in the table below. 

PC 

Ref 

Payee Purpose Total 
(incl 
VAT) 

Budget Line Amount 
Remaining in 
2025-26 

Budget Line 

528* Oxford Edens Grass cutting 04/08/25 
(playground, stocks/Ben 
Jonson, Church Close) 

£357.69 Village Works/Grass 

Cutting 

£1,408.76 

529 Moore External auditors limited 
assurance review 
2024/25 

£283.50 Insurance & 

Auditing/Audit Fees 

£350.00 

530 Clerk (J Mullane) Printer ink (Amazon) £27.99 Sundries/Administratio

n & Printing 

£161.96 

530 Clerk (J Mullane) Bench outdoor wood 
stain (Amazon) 

£14.88 Village Works/General 

Village Maintenance 

£955.87 

531 WotG Memorial 
Village Hall 

Village Hall hire for PC 
meetings (Oct-Dec 25) 

£45.00 Meeting Costs/Hire of 

Village Hall 

£225.00 

532 Graham Barnett Fuel for community van 
(Tesco) 

£83.34 Village 

Works/Community Bus 

£1,972.96 

It was confirmed that invoice 528 had already been paid as payment was due before this meeting approval. The 
resolution to approve the invoices detailed in the table was proposed by TR and seconded by MA. The motion was 
supported unanimously by the Council. 

Action: Clerk to update invoice log with approvals. 
  
Action: Clerk to initiative request for payments from Councillors and ensure payments authorised. 
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25.427.15 For Information: Oxfordshire County & Cherwell District Councillors updates (CDC Councillor) 

Councillor Coton provided an update: 

- Funding and the Cherwell Local Plan had already been discussed. 
- Next Parish liaison meeting to be held online on 12th November 2025. CDC already requesting any topic ideas to 

be sent across. 
- Government proposing business rates reset which will have a significant impact on CDC finances. Currently CDC 

receive 40% of business rates back, under new proposals CDC will get 14%, creating a £16m budget deficit over 
the next 4 years. CDC plan to find efficiencies and not cut services. Discussions are already ongoing with West 
Oxfordshire relating to local government reorganisation. 
 

25.427.16 For Information: Update on Community Van usage and costs (TR) 

TR provided an update on the community van usage and costs for the first half of 2025 to end June.  

The number of people using the van and where they are visiting has been quite standard with the most visited places 
being John Radcliffe Hospital, Churchill Hospital and Islip Medical Practice. Costs on the van so far this year have 
included insurance, road tax, MOT and fuel with the overall costs equating to c53p a mile. Since its inception there 
have been around 240 trips, covering 4,050 miles providing the service to around 34 passengers. Ongoing costs will 
need to be budgeted for and the cost of replacement will also need to be factored in due to its age. The vehicle is 
currently doing medical trips carrying one or two people at a time so the vehicle size could be reduced but be large 
enough to fit a folding wheelchair in the boot. 

 

25.427.17 Resolution: To Approve the increase in Clerks salary on the contracted salary point following 
the national salary award for local Government services 2025-26 and to pay the backdated 
salary owed from 1st April 2025 (6 months) of £156.00 as a one-off payment from the ‘Parish of 
Weston on the Green’ Barclays Bank account (SD) 

The resolution to approve the increase in Clerks salary on the contracted salary point following the national salary 
award for local Government services 2025-26 and to pay the backdated salary owed from 1st April 2025 (6 months) 
of £156.00 as a one-off payment from the ‘Parish of Weston on the Green’ Barclays Bank account was proposed 
by SD and seconded by TR. The motion was supported unanimously by the Council. 

Action: Clerk to initiative request for backdated salary payment from Councillors as part of the invoice payment 
process. 

 

25.427.18 Resolution: To Approve the amendment of the Standing Order for the clerks salary for FY 
2025-26 to reflect the amended clerks salary and the associated amendment of the direct debit 
to Nest pensions in relation to the clerks pension payments from the ‘Parish of Weston on the 
Green’ Barclays Bank account, as detailed by the HR advisory group (SD) 

The resolution to approve the amendment of the Standing Order for the clerks salary for FY 2025-26 to reflect the 
amended clerks salary and the associated amendment of the direct debit to Nest pensions in relation to the clerks 
pension payments from the ‘Parish of Weston on the Green’ Barclays Bank account, as detailed by the HR advisory 
group, was proposed by SD and seconded by JM. The motion was supported unanimously by the Council. 

Action: Finance councillors to amend standing order for clerks pay and Nest pension direct debit payment. 

 

25.427.19 Next Parish Council Meeting Date: Wednesday 1st October 2025, 7.30pm (DB) 

 

Meeting closed: 21.23 


